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THE MUSIC
The Children’s March is a 

dramatic work that mixes song 
and narration to tell the story of a 
pivotal moment in the Civil 
Right’s Era, the Children’s 
Crusade of 1963.  Originally 
performed by adult and children’s 
choirs, The Children’s March will 
be performed on the anniversary 
of the event by nearly 400 singers 
from Pennsylvania Girlchoir, 
Keystone State Boychoir, Find 
Your Instrument! Choirs. The 
Children’s March is funded in 
part by CY’s first ever award 
from National Endowment of the 
Arts.

There are those who write 
history. There are those who 
make history. There are those 
who experience history…I don't 
know how many of you would be 
able to write a history book, but 
you are certainly making history. 

~Martin Luther King, Jr.
                             May 6, 1963

FOR MORE INFORMATION
BOOKS:
The Youngest Marcher by Cynthia Levinson

Excellent for our younger singers
We've Got a Job: The 1963 Birmingham 
Children's March by Cynthia Levinson

VIDEO:
AMERICAN FREEDOM STORIES: THE
CHILDREN’S CRUSADE OF 1963

MIGHTY TIMES:THE CHILDREN'S MARCH
Video from Southern Poverty Law Center. 
Parental discretion recommended 

THE HISTORY
As our singers begin rehearsals for this spring’s performance of The Children’s 

March, we offer a brief summary of the history being retold:

The Children’s March is a choral retelling 
of how the African American struggle for 
basic rights came to an unforeseen climax 
in Birmingham Alabama in the spring of 
1963, a year when Birmingham 
experienced more unsolved bombings of 
African American homes, churches and 
businesses than any other city in the nation. 
In addition, Birmingham had enacted racial 
segregation ordinances with some of the 
most restrictive language of any American 
city.

Birmingham’s African American leaders 
had experienced difficulty getting sustained 
participation in marches or protests. At the 
invitation of Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. traveled to the city, 
thinking that if he and other leaders 
marched and got arrested, others would be 
motivated to join them. Dr. King was 
arrested on April 12th for violating the anti-
protest laws, but masses of people did not 
materialize since anyone seen picketing 
could be fired, their house foreclosed or 
their car repossessed. 

Upon his release from jail, Dr. King called 
upon a young, outspoken minister, James 
Bevel, who proposed recruiting local 
students, arguing that while many adults 
would not protest, their children had less to 
lose. Dr. King had reservations, but 
eventually agreed. Facing criticism for 
exposing children to violence, he held that 
the demonstrations allowed children to 

develop “a sense of their own stake in 
freedom” and trained them never to 
respond to the police with violence.

On May 2nd, more than a thousand African 
American students skipped school and 
gathered at 16th Street Baptist Church to 
march to downtown Birmingham. As they 
approached police lines, hundreds were 
arrested and carried off to jail. 

One of the youngest marchers was Audrey 
Faye Hendricks. On the morning of May 
2nd, Audrey went to the church and joined 
the march. After marching about half a 
block, she was arrested and spent seven 
days in jail. She was nine years old. 

Hundreds more young people continued to 
march for four more days. Police 
Commissioner “Bull” Connor directed the 
use of force to halt the demonstration. 
Images of children being blasted by high-
pressure fire hoses, clubbed by police 
officers, and attacked by police dogs 
appeared on television and in newspapers 
throughout the world.

The children were not deterred, and held 
their ground, singing “Freedom” to the tune 
of the ancient hymn “Amen.”  Thanks to 
these brave children and youth of 
Birmingham, the segregation laws that 
ruled Birmingham were struck down.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV0k-3Hkjsw&list=PLRlmwKnv77HoQCs_1mhMf9wsrRhp9gtGp&index=23
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV0k-3Hkjsw&list=PLRlmwKnv77HoQCs_1mhMf9wsrRhp9gtGp&index=23
https://vimeo.com/83236126
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV0k-3Hkjsw&list=PLRlmwKnv77HoQCs_1mhMf9wsrRhp9gtGp&index=23
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV0k-3Hkjsw&list=PLRlmwKnv77HoQCs_1mhMf9wsrRhp9gtGp&index=23
https://vimeo.com/83236126

